
Additional Guidance for submitting 2018 
GHG Reports 
 

Deadline to Submit GHG Reports 
Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) has been working with emitters that are required to submit GHG 

Reports under the Quantification, Reporting, and Verification of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulation 

(QRV Regulation) and understands that some emitters may require additional time to prepare and 

submit 2018 GHG Reports. 

As such, Nova Scotia Environment issued a deadline extension on April 30, 2018.  The 2018 GHG Reports 

must be submitted to ghgreporting@novascotia.ca no later than May 15, 2018. 

Additional Guidance 
Based on the feedback received from emitters regarding challenges in collecting and reporting certain 

data during this first reporting period, NSE is providing this additional guidance document for 2018 GHG 

Reports. Additional guidance provided in March, 2018 is included and updated here. 

Where do I fill in my information and how should it be submitted? 
A reporting template has been provided as a guide to assist emitters in preparing their GHG Reports. 

The reporting template is available at: https://climatechange.novascotia.ca/regulations. 

The template contains various tabs. Some categories in the template will not be applicable to all 

emitters. For specific reporting requirements, refer to the QRV Regulations and QRV Standards to 

ensure all required reporting information is included. Use of the template is not mandatory. 

What petroleum products are covered by the QRV Regulation? Are there any distinctions 

within a fuel category? 
The petroleum products covered by the QRV Regulations include: 

• Gasoline 

• Diesels 

• Light fuel oil 

• Heavy fuel oil 

• Propane 

All grades and types of diesels and gasoline are covered by the QRV Regulation, including synthetic and 

biomass derived grades. 

Point of Regulation for Petroleum Product Suppliers 
Section 13 of the QRV Regulation identifies two categories of fuel supplier emitters. Category 2, a 

Petroleum Product Supplier, is any of the following emitters who supply petroleum products in the 

Province: 

mailto:ghgreporting@novascotia.ca
https://climatechange.novascotia.ca/regulations


(a) an owner or operator of a petroleum product refinery 
(b) an owner or operator of a fractionation facility 
(c)  a person who imports a petroleum product into the Province.  

On March 23, NSE issued a clarification requesting that 13 (c) be interpreted as:  

“a person who first places a petroleum product on the Nova Scotia market for consumption in the 

Province” 

The purpose of section 13 is to define who is a petroleum product supplier. It does not fully describe the 

obligations/ reporting requirements of the petroleum product supplier, which is further detailed in the 

QRV Regulation and QRV Standard. 

Section 14 and 15 of the QVR Regulation state that if:  

1. you are fuel supplier emitter  
2. you engage in the specified GHG activity: “supplying petroleum products in the Province” 

described in Table 2 of schedule 2, and  
3. the amount supplied is greater than 200 L, 

 
then, a GHG Report must be submitted for the amount of GHG emissions that would be emitted from 

the use of the petroleum products supplied by the person.  

Table 2 of schedule 2 defines “supplying petroleum products in the province” as: 

Supplying a petroleum product by first placing it on the Nova Scotia market through the use of it in the 

Province or through the transfer or sale of it, at wholesale or retail, to a person in the Province for use in 

the Province.  

Table 2 also provides some exemptions. Supplying petroleum products in the Province does not include 

any of the following: 

1. supplying the product for use as a fuel in aviation or marine applications 
2. supplying the product for use at a petroleum product refinery or fractionation facility 
3. transferring or selling the product to the owner or operator of a petroleum product refinery in 

Canada or fractionation facility in Canada 
4. transferring or selling the product from a shipping vessel to a bulk storage facility for petroleum 

products in the Province 
 

Additional Guidance A: “first placement” for supplying petroleum products means the first use, transfer 

or sale of a petroleum product, at wholesale or retail, to a person in the Province  

Additional Guidance B: the intention of exemption 4. transferring or selling the product from a shipping 

vessel to a bulk storage facility for petroleum products in the Province, is to avoid placing the reporting 

obligation on the owner of a vessel who may be transporting fuel on behalf of a Nova Scotia fuel 

supplier.  

While the transfer or sale of a petroleum product from a shipping vessel to a bulk storage facility is not 

included as first placement of the petroleum product on the market, the transfer of fuel from a vessel to 



a bulk storage facility can be used as the point of measurement for total fuel volumes placed on the 

market, as described below and in 10.4 of the QRV standard. 

Additional Guidance C: “bulk storage facility” means one or more aboveground storage tanks or 

underground storage tanks, including any appurtenances, where petroleum products are stored in bulk 

for subsequent transmission to other facilities, but does not include a service station or a facility storing 

petroleum products only for use at that facility; 

Attestation forms and downstream tracking of fuel sales: 

Facilities required to verify a GHG report 
10.2.1 (a) (5) and (6) of the QRV Standard describes in detail the requirements for reporting fuels that 
are supplied to a facility that is required to verify their GHG emissions (facilities that emit 50,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide equivalent tonnes/CO2e or more). 
 
According to Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Reporting program (GHGRP) 
facilities that exceeded 50,000 tonnes/CO2e in 2016 included Nova Scotia Power (Port Hawkesbury 
Biomass Cogeneration Power Plant, Lingan Generating Station, Point Tupper Generating Station, Point 
Aconi Generating Station, Trenton Generating Station, Tufts Cove generating Station), Northern Pulp 
Nova Scotia Corporation, ExxonMobil Canada Properties- Goldboro Gas Plant, and Lafarge Canada In.- 
Brookfield Cement Plant. 
 
NSE recognizes that because the QRV Regulations are requesting that 2018 GHG Reports provide 
information regarding 2017 emissions, petroleum product suppliers may not have records that show 
that a petroleum product, through a chain of transactions, were supplied to a facility required to verify a 
GHG Report. 
 
Additional Guidance D: for the purposes of 2018 GHG Reports, petroleum product suppliers are not 
required to submit attestation forms for fuels supplied to a facility that is required to verify a GHG 
Report. As a result, the requirements set out in 10.2.1 (a) (5) and (6) of the QRV Standard can be 
omitted from 2018 GHG Reports. 
 

Exports 
A petroleum product supplier that transfers or sells a petroleum product that is subsequently exported 
is not required to obtain an attestation form from the exporter.  
 
Additional Guidance E: For the 2018 GHG report, only petroleum products first placed on the market 
need to be reported. The export indicated on the attestation form is specifically for natural gas 
distributors and does not apply to petroleum product suppliers. 
 
Although it is not mandatory to report these exports, a petroleum product supplier that can show 
petroleum products were exported (i.e., not consumed in the Province) may deduct the amount 
exported from the total petroleum product placed on the market. 
 

“Tax Exempt fuel” 
10.2.1 (a)(2)(i) of the QRV Standard requires that a petroleum product supplier report the annual 
quantity in kilolitres of each tax-exempt petroleum product first placed into the Nova Scotia market. 
 



NSE recognizes that a petroleum products supplier may not know that a product will become “tax 
exempt” when the product is first placed on the Nova Scotia market.  
 
Additional Guidance F: The reporting of tax exempt fuel amounts can be omitted for the purposes of 
2018 GHG Report.  
 

Points of Measurement 
10.4 of the QRV Standard provides flexibility for determining the quantity of petroleum products using 
the following: 
 

i. Appropriate standard methods published by a consensus-based standards organization; or 
ii. Where no such methods exist, industry standard practices 

 
NSE has been asked if emitters can use the method described in QC 30.4 (Quebec Regulation Respecting 
Mandatory Reporting of Certain Contaminants into the Atmosphere). NSE considers it an industry 
standard practice and will accept this method for determining the quantity of petroleum product. 
 

Calculating Inventories 
The QRV Standard does not require that inventory levels be calculated. The example provided in the 
“Additional guidance for fuel suppliers” is not mandatory. 
 
See information and additional guidance regarding the point of measurement above.  
 
The GHG Reporting template is a guide to assist emitters in preparing their GHG Reports. It is not 
mandatory to use the template.  
 

Inter-refiner agreements 
In the QRV Regulation, Table 2: Fuel Supplier Emitters of Schedule 2, defines “supplying petroleum 
products in the Province” to not include: “transferring or selling the product to the owner or operator of 
a petroleum product refinery in Canada or a fractionation facility in Canada”. 
 
The QRV Regulations were intended to reflect the existence of inter-refiner agreements in Canada.  The 
reporting and verification obligations are on the person who first places the petroleum product on the 
Nova Scotia market for consumption within Nova Scotia.  
 
If a Canadian refiner brings a petroleum product into Nova Scotia to transfer to another Canadian refiner 
under an inter-refiner agreement, rather than to place it on the Nova Scotia market for consumption, 
then it is the receiving refiner who first places the petroleum product on the Nova Scotia market for 
consumption in the Province who is captured by the GHG emissions reporting requirements.  
 
Additional Guidance G: In the case where a Canadian refiner brings a petroleum product into Nova 

Scotia to transfer to a subsidiary of a Canadian refiner, the GHG reporting obligation would remain with 

the Canadian refiner that brings the petroleum product into Nova Scotia. For 2018 GHG reports, the 

subsidiary of the Canadian refiner is understood to be a separate legal entity that does not “own or 

operate a refinery in Canada or a fractionation facility in Canada.” 

 



Verification requirements 
Emitters will need to obtain third party verification of their reports. Verification statements and 

verification reports must be submitted to Nova Scotia Environment by September 1, 2018. In 

subsequent years, the reporting deadline will remain September 1. 

Additional Guidance H: NSE expects that the verification bodies hired by emitters will be made aware of 

the additional guidance provided by NSE and that verification reports for the 2018 GHG Reports will 

reflect the additional guidance when verifying against the requirements in QRV Regulation and QRV 

Standards. 

 


